The CCRHA held it’s 2nd annual Wheat City Reining Derby on June 23,24, 2007 at the Keystone Centre in Brandon Manitoba.  It was a great weekend with an increase in entries and some new faces.  Thank you to those who traveled East, West and North to join us and thank you to Mother Nature who kept the tornados to the south!  

Saturday started with the Rookie and Laura Hoffman riding her gelding Chics Red Rooster who came out on top.  The Novice Horse Open was next and Jim Anderson took the lead riding Listo Chex for Earl Krenzel.  The Green Reiner saw Poster Boy Solano carry Kelsey Wiens to the winner’s circle both days, and she also took home a High Point Green Reiner blanket sponsored by Mansfield’s Western Store in Brandon. The Green Horse was won by Dallas Schimdt riding Look Whos Larkin Now for Tracey Cutter.  

After everyone’s bellies were full at the canteen we started the afternoon with the Nonpro Derby for 4, 5 and 6 year olds.  It was a high scoring win for Deanna Taras and her gelding Lenas Peppy Boy, marking a show stopping 73.5!  He sure earned his carrots.  We continued the afternoon with the Reining Canada Young Riders Medal Class.  Kylie Wasuita and Watch Tiger Jack took home the points both days.  The Reining Canada Beginner Class saw John Gartner riding Doc Otoes Wasp, and Sharon Carlson riding Chics Little King agreeing to be co-champions.  The Youth classes followed with Cassie Goerzen and Snow Shadow winning the Youth 14 – 18 class, and Steven Love and his horse Fancy Footprint getting the picture for the Youth 13 and Under.  Next to go was the Open and Ltd. Open classes.  The crowd was wowed when Jim Anderson steered Brassy Merit owned by his wife Andrea, to the winner’s circle with a phenomenal 76.5.   Hopefully that will keep him coming back to our neck of the woods.  The Ltd Open saw Rawhide Slver Bullet ridden by Dallas Schmidt and owned by Joan Sedvic taking home the trophy.  The last class of the day was the Intermediate Nonpro and Ragtime Rawhide owned and shown by Kerri Daughtery came out the winner.    With the end of day one with thunderclouds looming and 30 degree Celsius heat the hotel connected to the facility was a welcome site.  

Sunday started with the Rookie Professional class and Pompassas and Neil McLeod coming in 1st.  I am sure there is a story behind that horse’s name.  I am not so sure we want to know it though.  The Rookie followed with Steven Love and Fancy Footprint leading the pack.  Kerri Daughtery and Ragtime Rawhide won the Novice Horse Nonpro.  She sure had a good weekend.  The Green Horse winner was Neil McLeod once again riding Pompassas.  The premier event, the Open Derby, saw Jim Anderson riding Listo Chex for Earl Krenzel get the Morrison with a score of 73.  The Reining Canada Beginner class was taken by Laura Hoffman and Chics Red Rooster.  The Youth 14 -18 saw Breanna Kid and Megan Robinson gallop to the win.  The Youth 13 and Under was a nail biter with a run off between stable mates Riley Classen riding her mare Breannas Misty Melody and Steven Love riding Fancy Footprint.  The cheering for these two could be heard well outside the building.  Riley Classsen came out the winner and took home her first plaque.  The Nonpro and the Ltd. Nonpro saw Cassie Goerzen and Snow Shadow take home the Morrison and the Pewter.  Soon Cassie will have to use her earning to buy a trailer for all her trophies!  

Thanks to our sponsors M.A.S.S. Reining Horses, Manitoba Hydro, and Mansfield’s Western Wear> Also to Sass Bremmers, our judge for the weekend, and to all the volunteers who pitched in.  Special thanks to Chas Lambert and  Allan from the Keystone Centre for all their hard work and for being there for our every need.   See you next year and remember Don’t Just Sit There…SPIN!   

Kim  Maharaj    

